ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, Brockworth

Priest: Father Chris Hickey Deacons: Rev Brendan Vaughan-Spruce,

Rev Barry Taylor

The Presbytery, 24 Ermin Street, Brockworth, Glos. GL3 4HL. Tel: 01452 862709
Parish Email: presbytery@outlook.com Parish Web: www.stpatricksbrockworth.org.uk

Deacons: brendan.vaughan-spruce@cliftondiocese.com,

barry.taylor@cliftondiocese.com

SUNDAY MASS: 9.00am Paul Devanayagam RIP
WEEKDAY Monday NO MASS
MASSES: Tuesday 9.15am LENT Peggy Cheng RIP [MM}
Wednesday NO MASS
Thursday 9.15am LENT Marjorie Vaughan-Spruce RIP
Friday NO MASS
Saturday NO MASS

CONFESSIONS: after Mass upon Request.

Exposition and Benediction at St Patrick's - On
Wednesdays at 6.00pm starting 4th March—
you are invited to spend just half an hour in
peaceful contemplation in front of the
Blessed Sacrament, followed by Benediction.
What better way is there to reflect on our
Lenten journey and our relationship with our
Risen Lord and loving Father!

Jesus puts before us three practices which were pre-
cious in the history of the Old Testament and have
been hallowed by Christian tradition ever since and
which should occupy us especially during Lent: Alms-
giving, Prayer and Fasting.

AImsgiving: support for those in need was seen as es-
sential to righteousness in the Old Testament, and Jesus
makes it a condition for salvation. But don't trumpet your
generosity abroad, he warns. Your Father in heaven
knows the generosity of your heart. Take a look at your-
self.

Prayer: the praise of God, pleading for our needs, re-
penting of our sins, all these find their place in the story of
the Jewish people. Jesus also, by word and example, urges
us to pray in sincerity and truth. Pray in secret, says Jesus,
and your Father who sees everything will reward you.

Fasting: this discipline of the body has a distinguished
history. Jesus himself fasted before his public ministry and
he expected his disciples to fast also. But they were not to
make a fuss about it. Don't show off, he says. Look cheer-
ful and properly groomed. Your heavenly Father knows
you are fasting and that is enough.

Why not make a special effort this Lent and
combine fasting with almsgiving. Consume
less and give what you save to CAFOD. Com-
plete the good work with prayer for those in
need.

Liturgies of Reconciliation: Bishop Bosco in-

vites you to join him this season of Lent to
celebrate the abundant mercy of God through
the Sacrament of Reconciliation at five ven-
ues across the diocese. The two nearest to
here are: Tuesday 17th March - St Joseph,
Tewkesbury and Tuesday 24th March - Christ
the King, Thornbury, with each Liturgy
starting at 7.00pm. There will be priests avail-
able at each venue to celebrate sacramental
reconciliation.

Parish Work Parties: Following Deacon Barry’s request for

practical help to maintain the fabric of our church we are
forming 3 separate regular work parties to undertake
cleaning, decorating and gardening tasks. Please write the
dates in your diary and come along to help if you are able,
further information to follow- Decorating: Sundays 22nd
and 29th March, 12th April, 1-4pm.Gardening: aturdays
7th March, 13th June and 5th September, 1.30-
3.30pm.Church Spring Cleaning: Saturday 28" March 1.00
-2.30pm

St Patrick’s Plant Sale, Saturday 9th May. Calling gardeners in

the parish- please could you sow a few extra seeds this year so
that we can sell even more plants and vegetables at our popular
spring sale. If you have any unused seeds, we will take them off
your hands to grow on. If you have any clean plant pots, garden-
ing tools or gardening books surplus to requirements please
bring them to the church and leave in the box provided.

World Day of Prayer 2026 : This year’s service has been written

by the Christian women of Nigeria - ‘l will give you rest, come’.
(Matthew 11: 28-30). They share their unique spiritual journey
and need for peace and solace. Everyone is very welcome to
attend our local ecumenical service here at St. Patrick’s Church
Hall, Friday March 6th at 10am . Refreshments to follow.




