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  SUNDAY MASS         9.00am                  Wayne Barnett RIP                                    

                       Mass Intentions: 
WEEKDAY Monday  NO MASS 
MASSES: Tuesday  NO MASS    
  Wednesday          9.15am AND 6.00pm ASH WEDNESDAY               Aleyamma John RIP 
  Thursday NO MASS      
  Friday  NO MASS 
                                Saturday NO MASS   

CONFESSIONS: after Mass upon Request. 

WEDNESDAY is ASH WEDNESDAY and sees the 
beginning of the penitential Season of Lent. It 
is ALSO a day of fasting and abstinence from 
ALL meat products. There will be two Masses 
at 9.15am and 6.00pm and at BOTH Masses 
there will be the traditional blessing and dis-
tribution of ashes. 

Jesus said more things than the Beatitudes in the Sermon 
on the Mount. On Ash Wednesday when we gather to 
have ashes placed on our foreheads we hear some other 
important lines from that sermon. Jesus put before us 
three practices which were precious in the history of the 
Old Testament, have been hallowed by Christian tradition 
ever since, and should occupy us especially during Lent: 
Almsgiving, Prayer and Fasting. 

Almsgiving: support for those in need was seen as essen-
tial to righteousness in the Old Testament, and Jesus 
makes it a condition for salvation. But don't trumpet your 
generosity abroad, he warns. Your Father in heaven 
knows the generosity of your heart. Take a look at your-
self. 

Prayer: the praise of God, pleading for our needs, re-
penting of our sins, all these find their place in the story of 
the Jewish people. Jesus also, by word and example, urges 
us to pray in sincerity and truth. Pray in secret, says Jesus, 
and your Father who sees everything will reward you. 

Fasting: this discipline of the body has a distinguished his-
tory. Jesus himself fasted before his public ministry and 
he expected his disciples to fast also. But they were not to 
make a fuss about it. Don't show off, he says. Look cheer-
ful and properly groomed. Your heavenly Father knows 
you are fasting and that is enough! 

Gift Aid: If you pay income tax and haven’t yet signed a gift aid 
declaration with the parish, please speak to our treasurer Jo 
Taylor who can tell you how to set this up so that we can re-
claim 25 pence for every £1 you donate to the Church. If you 
have signed a declaration in the past and your tax paying status 
has changed during the last year, please let Jo know so that we 
don’t claim tax refunds we’re not entitled to. 

Donating to our parish online: Parishes in Clifton Diocese no 
longer have the option to accept PayPal donations via their 
websites. If you wish to make an online donation to our parish, 
please visit: https://donate.mydona.com/st-patricks-
brockworth  

Liturgies of Reconciliation: Bishop Bosco in-
vites you to join him this season of Lent to 
celebrate the abundant mercy of God through 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation at five ven-
ues across the diocese. The two nearest to 
here are: Tuesday 17th March - St Joseph, 
Tewkesbury and Tuesday 24th March - Christ 
the King, Thornbury, with each Liturgy 
starting at 7.00pm. There will be priests avail-
able at each venue to celebrate sacramental 
reconciliation.  

Parish Work Parties: Following a great response to Deacon Bar-
ry’s request for practical help to maintain the fabric of our 
church we are forming 3 separate regular work parties to under-
take cleaning, decorating and gardening tasks. Please write the 
dates in your diary and come along to help if you are able, fur-
ther information to follow: Decorating:   Sundays   22nd and 
29th March, 12th April,  1-4pm, Gardening:   Saturdays 
7th March, 13th June and 5th September, 1.30-3.30pm,Church 
Spring Cleaning:  To be confirmed. 

St Patrick’s Plant Sale, Saturday 9th May. Calling gardeners in 
the parish- please could you sow a few extra seeds this year so 
that we can sell even more plants and vegetables at our popular 
spring sale. If you have any unused seeds, we will take them off 
your hands to grow on. If you have any clean plant pots, gar-
dening tools or gardening books surplus to requirements please 
bring them to the church and leave in the box provided. 

 
World Day of Prayer 2026 : This year’s service has been written 
by the Christian women of Nigeria - ‘I will give you rest, come’ . 
(Matthew 11: 28-30). They share their unique spiritual journey 
and need for peace and solace.  
Everyone is very welcome to attend our local ecumenical ser-
vice here at St. Patrick’s Church Hall, Friday March 6th at 10am . 
Refreshments to follow.  
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