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   SUNDAY MASS:     9.00am         POPE FRANCIS RIP   
           
WEEKDAY Monday  NO MASS 
MASSES: Tuesday  9.15am    Easter            POPE FRANCIS RIP  
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  Thursday 9.15am    Easter            POPE FRANCIS RIP 
  Friday  NO MAS 
                                Saturday NO MASS   

CONFESSIONS: after Mass upon Request. 

POPE FRANCIS RIP 

A champion of ecclesial reform, an advocate for the poor 
and refugees, Pope Francis urged the world to develop a 
relationship with the Earth which he called “Our Common 
Home”. He said we face an “environmental-social crisis,” 
marked by “globalised indifference to the poor”. Care for 
people, he said, should always trump financial gain. “My 
people are poor and I am one of them,” was a favoured 
saying. 
These were not mere words: Francis chose to live in two 
plain rooms in the Vatican guesthouse rather than the res-
idence in the Apostolic Palace traditionally used by Popes. 
He would invite the homeless to celebrate his birthday. At 
Francis’s behest, free showers and launderettes for the 
destitute were opened in Rome. He created a Vatican 
office for the care of refugees and migrants. 

Francis urged every Catholic parish and monastery in Eu-
rope to welcome a migrant family after bringing 12 refu-
gees from Syria from Greece to re-settle in Italy. He visual-
ised the Church as a “field-hospital” where sinners (he 
included himself) encounter God’s healing love and mer-
cy. His message was that God’s love was for everyone, 
including those who felt alienated from the Church for 
whatever reason. He stressed the need for every person 
to see their lives as a step by step journey into closer un-
ion with God, following the way and teaching of Jesus, the 
Christ.  Ultimately, Francis desired a simple Church fo-
cused on evangelisation and sensitive to the needs of the 
poor. 

The funeral service for Irene (Renee) Peake 
will be held in Gloucester Crematorium 
(Coney Hill) at 1.00PM on Friday 6 May. Pa-
rishioners are welcome to attend.  Further de-
tails available from Deacon Barry.  

Newman Association: Talk on Tuesday 6 May at 2.30pm, 
in Sacred Hearts' Hall, Charlton Kings, Cheltenham. Fr Pat-
rick Kilgaiff, will speak on: Who is Jesus? How Heresy 
helped to define Catholic Teaching All are welcome. Ad-
mission: £3 (members & students free) See noticeboard.                                   

Clifton Diocese – Permanent Diaconate – Is God Call-
ing You to be a Deacon ?                                           

Are you a man of faith and prayer, with a heart for ser-
vice – might you be being called to become a deacon 
for Clifton Diocese.  Most of us are married with chil-
dren, but not all.  Some of us are working, some are 
retired, but all of us bring our experience of life and 
our faith to the service of the Lord as decons. Would 
you like to know more – please speak to either Dea-
con Brendan or Deacon Barry and they will be pleased 
to help you discern whether you have a vocation of 
service as a deacon in Clifton Diocese. 

NEXT SUNDAY there will be a retiring collection fot 
the CLERGY TRAINING FUND, The collection taken 
across the Diocese enables our Bishop Bosco to sup-
port those who offer themselves for training for the 
Diocesan priesthood. This fund enables our Bishop to 
fund their training at seminary & offer them a grant 
during their years of formation. The fund, at times, is 
also used to support the on-going formation opportu-
nities for clergy in our Diocese and formation of Per-
manent Deacons. 
 
Encounter 2025: Is a diocesan wide programme to 
equip and empower people to share their faith and 
be renewed in heart and mind. The first step is to 
deepen our understanding of the Holy Spirit and cul-
tivate a closer, more intimate relationship with 
God—this is at the heart of what we hope to achieve 
between Easter and Pentecost. The programme will 
officially begin on Saturday, 3rd May, with a launch 
event at the Cathedral, open to all ages. We are de-
lighted to offer children’s streams, ensuring families 
can fully participate in this exciting journey together. 
Weekly sessions will follow on Wednesday evenings, 
live-streamed from the Cathedral, enabling everyone 
across the Diocese to join in, wherever they are. 
These will be recorded and available to view at a lat-
er date. To find out more, please email the team at: 
pentecost@cliftondiocese.com.  

https://migrants-refugees.va/
https://migrants-refugees.va/

