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SUNDAY MASS: 9.00am Paul Devanayaagam RIP
WEEKDAY Monday NO MASS
MASSES: Tuesday NO MASS
Wednesday 9.15am ASH WEDNESDAY Mary Buxton RIP
Thursday NO MASS
Friday 9.15am Friday after Ash Wednesday Mary & Paddy McHale RIP
Saturday NO MASS

CONFESSIONS: after Mass upon Request.

WEDNESDAY is ASH WEDNESDAY and sees the beginning
of the penitential Season of Lent. It is ALSO a day of
fasting and abstinence from ALL meat products. Holy Mass
will at 9.15am and at Mass there will be the traditional
blessing and distribution of ashes.

Jesus said more things than the Beatitudes in the Sermon
on the Mount. On Ash Wednesday when we gather to
have ashes placed on our foreheads we hear some other
important lines from that sermon. Jesus put before us
three practices which were precious in the history of the
Old Testament, have been hallowed by Christian tradition
ever since, and should occupy us especially during Lent:
Almsgiving, Prayer and Fasting.

Almsgiving: support for those in need was seen as essen-
tial to righteousness in the Old Testament, and Jesus
makes it a condition for salvation. But don't trumpet your
generosity abroad, he warns. Your Father in heaven
knows the generosity of your heart. Take a look at your-
self.

Prayer: the praise of God, pleading for our needs, re-
penting of our sins, all these find their place in the story of
the Jewish people. Jesus also, by word and example, urges
us to pray in sincerity and truth. Pray in secret, says Jesus,
and your Father who sees everything will reward you.

Fasting: this discipline of the body has a distinguished his-
tory. Jesus himself fasted before his public ministry and he
expected his disciples to fast also. But they were not to
make a fuss about it. Don't show off, he says. Look cheer-
ful and properly groomed. Your heavenly Father knows
you are fasting and that is enough.

Why not make a special effort this Lent and combine
fasting with almsgiving. Consume less and give what you
save to CAFOD. Complete the good work with prayer for
those in need.

NEXT SUNDAY is the 1st Sunday of LENT!

PAUL DEVANAYAGAM RIP—please remember Paul & the
immediate members of his family in your prayers.

Liturgies of Reconciliation: Bishop Bosco is to celebrate Liturgies
of Reconciliation during the Season of Lent at five venues across
the diocese. The two nearest to here are: Thursday 13th March,
Immaculate Conception, Stroud and Thursday 27th March, St
Gregory the Great, Cheltenham with each Liturgy starting at
7.00pm. There will be priests available at each venue to cele-
brate sacramental reconciliation.

The World Day of Prayer—local Service will be at St.
George’s Church Centre, Court Road, Brockworth. Friday
March 7" at 10am. This year the Service has been written
by the Christian women of The Cook Islands. ‘ | MADE YOU
WONDERFUL ‘. Everyone is welcome. Refreshments to
follow.

Parish Lottery: Lottery numbers for our March draw and be-
yond will be on sale today after Mass. If you haven’t already
secured your number/s or would like to purchase additional
numbers, they are available at just £1 per number per month.
Proceeds support the costs of maintenance and repairs to our
church and hall.

St Patrick’s Quiz Night: Our Annual Parish Quiz will be held
on Saturday 15th March 7pm in the Church Hall. Tickets
are available after Masses today and next Sunday @ £2
per person (children free) or pay on the door. Teams of up
to 6 can be joined on the night. Tea and coffee provided or
bring your own refreshments. See poster in the narthex
for further information. Raffle prizes welcomed and can
be left in box in narthex.

FEW PLACES REMAINING FOR PILGRIMAGE TO ROME
2025: 8th to 13th September, led by Canon Colin Mason.
Flying from Bristol, staying in the Lancelot Hotel in Central
Rome and within walking distance of many of the main
attractions. We will be visiting and entering through the
Holy Doors of Saint Peter’s Basilica, the Basilica of St John
Lateran, Basilica of Saint Mary Major and the Basilica of St
Paul outside the Walls. As well as a choice of attending
the Papal Audience there will be plenty of other visits to
places of interest including the Catacombs of San Callixtus,
the Church of San Clemente and other beautiful and his-
torically important churches. The pilgrimage price includes
flights, hotel, transfers, breakfast and dinner each day. FFI
and an application form please contact

Mary Manners mary.manners@cliftondiocese.com.




