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SUNDAY MASS:  9.00am  Pro Populo      
            Mass Intentions: 
WEEKDAY Monday  NO MASS 
MASSES: Tuesday  9.15am   Feria     Dr David Murphy RIP 
  Wednesday NO MASS 
  Thursday 9.15am   Feria     McHale Family RIP 
  Friday  NO MASS        
                                Saturday NO MASS   

ONFESSIONS: after Mass upon Request. 

TODAY we celebrate  the splendid FEAST of 
the  Baptism of the Lord. 

TODAY we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. Most 

of us have had a little taste of amateur dramatics, albeit only 

the nativity play or the end-of-term production. As well as wor-

rying whether you were going to fluff your lines, the other great 

anxiety was not to miss your cue. To do so caused others to die 

a thousand deaths!                                                                             

Jesus grew in age and grace. For thirty years he waited, ‘in the 

wings', for his cue to play the main role in the drama of our sal-

vation. The cue was the appearance of John, known as "The 

Baptist", who was preparing the people for the One who was to 

come after him. John the Baptist called the people to repent of 

their sinful ways, and he baptised them as a sign of their desire 

to turn back to God.                                                                                                                     

This was Jesus' moment and his first act on stage was to identify 

with sinful humanity by accepting John's Baptism in the River 

Jordan. Jesus Christ, the sinless one, identified himself with this 

movement back to God which he would bring to perfection. His 

baptism was an act of solidarity with sinful men and women 

hearing the call to return to God.    Jesus got his cue right. Im-

mediately, the Father approved the step that Jesus had taken. 

Jesus experienced the tremendous loving presence of the Fa-

ther, "You are my Son the Beloved".                                                                                                                                                                                    

As soon as Jesus stepped on stage the spotlight fell on him. 

From then on Jesus was playing the main role. Jesus was gifted 

with the Holy Spirit, in the symbol of the dove, to help him in 

the greatest love story that the world has ever known. The dra-

ma continues and we all have our parts in it. Jesus looks at us as 

we stand in the wings, "Don't wait there forever, don't miss 

your cue, come onto the stage and play your part in bringing 

this story to a happy ending."   

The Epiphany of the Lord: One of the traditions associated with 

the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord found in the Directory 

of Popular Piety concerns the blessing of homes. Using chalk/

printer, a householder marks the  outside of the main door of 

the house or lintel with the initials of the Magi and a code of the 

current year connected with crosses (20+C+M+B+25). The ini-

tials CMB are also the first letters of the blessing: Christus Man-

sionem Benedicat (May Christ bless the house). 

‘ORDINARY TIME’ begins on Monday marking the end of the 
Christmas Season.  Weekday Year C1 

HOSPITAL STAY: It is essential that individuals and their families 
let the chaplaincy know if somebody is in hospital. To leave a 
message on the chaplaincy answer phone - call 0300 422 6200 
for Gloucester (Cheltenham - call 03004224286), stating clearly 
the name of the Catholic Patient, and, if known, the ward they 
are in.  

St Patrick’s Monthly Lottery numbers go on sale next 
Sunday, 5th January. Half of the lottery proceeds will 
be used to support the maintenance of and repairs to 
our church and hall. Only £ 1 per number per month 
to enter; the more numbers you buy the greater the 
gift to our church and the greater the prize! Visit the 
lottery stand in the narthex after 9.00am Mass on the 
1st Sunday of the month to obtain your number/s to 
enter. Payment by standing order (see parish treasur-
er for form) OR by cash, cheque or card reader. You 
can buy as many numbers as you wish for one or 
more months’ draw/s until the end of the year. See 
poster in narthex for further information or talk to 
our parish treasurer Jo Taylor after Mass.  

St Patrick’s Church Hall Hire: Our parish hall is available for 

one off or regular hirings by parishioners and by the public 
at a rate of £30 per hour.  There is a notice board on the 
wall outside the hall providing information. To enquire 
about bookings or request a booking form please speak to 
Deacon Barry or 
email:   treasurer.brockworth.stpatrick@cliftondiocese.co
m             

SUPPORT YOUR PARISH- you can help our par-
ish by making an OFFERING via PayPal 
(accepting ALL major credit & debit cards) 
which is available on the HOME page of our 
website. Thank you and may God Bless You! 


